Analyses of closed claims related to dental injuries occurring during airway management.
we read with great interest the thorough retrospective analysis of dental injuries during general anaesthesia presented by our Danish colleagues Christensen et al.1 In a similar, recent study of 137 claims closed by the Finnish Patient Insurance Centre (PIC), we reviewed dental damage during anaesthesia and resuscitation.2 In both studies, several comparable observations were made, e.g., patients' age distribution was alike (roughly three-quarters > 50 years) and the maxillary central incisors were by far the most effected teeth. Agreement was also found in the reflection that anaesthetists often document preoperative dentition, airway management, and possible dental damage inadequately. There were, however, also some differences worth further discussion.